
Supporting
Reading Comprehension 
at home
EALING SPEECH AND LANGUAGE THERAPY



Books for 
decoding

Books for 
comprehension

You can use different books to practice different skills with your child 



1. Time
Set aside a time for you to read with your child 

(this can be separate to their school reading book)

This can be any book they want to read or might be interested in 

You can read the book to your child, and use this as an opportunity 
to talk about the book and work on their reading comprehension 



2. Be a detective! 

Look at the front cover of the book with your child

Who is in the story?

What do they think is going to happen? > making predictions!



3. Add visuals

 point to and talk about the pictures in the book

Use gesture/Makaton to support your talking

It’s okay to change the words when you are reading to your child 
(e.g. using less language, or more simple words)



4. Ask questions, one at a time

Person

Place

Object

What’s 
happened / 
event



Harder questions…

Time

Reason
Explanation

Description

Check your child’s speech and language therapy programme or speak to your child’s 
Speech and Language Therapist to find out what types of questions that are working on.



Levels of Questioning
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Example Questions

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt

Level 1 – show me the bear

Level 2 – where does the bear live?

Level 3 – how do the people feel?

Level 4 – why did the family run away? 



Act it out! 

Could you and your family role play the story/part of a story?

•Hide a teddy bear somewhere in the house…. We’re going on a bear hunt!

•Key words: under, over, through

• Act out the emotions: happy, worried, scared



Draw it/paint it

 Recap the key vocab

E.g. swirling wirling snowstorm!

narrow, gloomy cave



Let your child be the teacher!

Encourage your child to retell you the story

They can ask you questions about the book



Vocabulary 
 Pick out words your child may not know the meaning of 

E.g. bear hunt > narrow

> gloomy 

“Hmm a gloomy cave, I wonder what that means!”

 Ask an adult

 Search on 
the internet 

 Look in a 
dictionary 



Vocabulary
Identifying words they don’t know the meaning of 



Create a word web



Predicting 
Start with easy to predict situations e.g. how do we make a sandwich?

-Talk about the sequence of events 

First we put the bread on the plate

Then we open the butter

What do we do next?

Link to your child’s real-life experiences > what would they do in that situation? What would 
mum/dad/teacher do?



Additional activity: Answering questions 

For further reading comprehension activities, use the worksheet example on 
the next page to draw pictures or write a sentence about each part of the story

Look back through the book together to find the answer





Have fun talking about books at home!

Please look at your child’s Speech and Language Therapy programme to see what they are 
working on. 

Please contact your Speech and Language Therapist if you have any questions.


