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Welcome… and welcome 

back!  
A big welcome to all of our new Clifton families and a welcome back to all 
of our existing families. Everyone has only been back for just over three 
weeks and already so much has taken place at school which we will be 
sharing with you in our first newsletter.  

 

A huge thank you to all of the Parents/Carers who attended our Year 
Group Curriculum Meetings - it was brilliant to see SO many of you           
attending these sessions, the best turn out we’ve had for a long time. We 
hope that we provided you with valuable information about what your      
children will be learning this term. If you missed them or would like more 
information about our curriculum, visit our dedicated curriculum website 
page.  

 

Another thank you to all of the Parents/Carers who attended our 
Headteacher Meeting this week. It was wonderful to see so many faces, 
some we knew and some who are new to our school community. We       
enjoyed sharing our school priorities for this year with you. If you missed 
this meeting, you can find out about our priorities on our website here. 

 

We will be sending two newsletters per half term, there is always so much 
key information about all the wonderful things going on at Clifton and lots 
of information for you, so please take your time to go through it.  

 

We are really looking forward to this new academic year with so much 
learning, extra experiences and opportunities for all of our pupils.  

https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/curriculum-1/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/curriculum-1/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/school-priorities-2023-2024/


Let’s Celebrate Attendance 

Improving our school attendance was a big priority for us last year and we are 

excited to share with you how our figures compare with the year before.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our overall school attendance has 

increased by 1.1% 

Our pupil absence rate decreased 

by 1.1% putting us ahead of         

Ealing’s average.  

Our percentage of Persistent            

Absentees (pupils with attendance 

90% or less) decreased by 10.1% 

putting us ahead of Ealing’s average.  

 

Our number of Persistent Absentees 

decreased by 39 pupils.  

Our ranking in Ealing has improved by 21 places and our overall 

attendance was the 4th best out of all Southall Schools.  

A huge thank you to all the families who supported us last year in 

putting your child’s attendance at school as a priority.                               

Poor attendance creates so many missed learning opportunities 

and we are committed to working in partnership with you to keep 

your child in school.   



Let’s Leap into 2023/2024 

 

We’re excited to launch a new partnership with Let’s Leap for our lunchtime      

provision. Every lunchtime we will have two members of staff from Let’s Leap, 

Zohaib and Emma, who will be running a range of different activities in the      

playground for the children.  

 

In order to launch this partnership, Let’s Leap brought their huge inflatable       

obstacle course into school on the very first day of term! Children from Year 1 - 

Year 6 were able to take on the challenge and see if they could complete the 

obstacle. Some of the teachers gave it a go too, it was a lot of fun! 

 

 

 

 

 



Competitions Begin 

Only three weeks back and this year’s competition and festival schedule has    

already started. We kicked off with a Bowling Competition. Children from Year 

4/5/6 all travelled over to Acton to Ten Pin and competed against other schools 

in Ealing. We love taking part in this incredibly inclusive sport, the children al-

ways have a great time.  

Check out the Coming Up page to see what Competitions and Festivals are 

have going on for the rest of this term.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clifton’s Competition Intent: 

Competition at Clifton supports children in being physically active through competing in a 

broad range of sports competitions and festivals which are inclusive, challenging and            

engaging. It inspires and motivates pupils to excel in Physical Education and School Sport for 

a lifetime.  



Yoga comes to Clifton 

Another exciting partnership we are excited to share with you is between us and 

Kids Yoga Flo. Miss Yoga Emma is an Early Years and Primary School Teacher 

who taught in Ealing Schools for 26 years. In 2020 she decided to train as a yo-

ga teacher and is now part of Clifton life.  

 

During the Autumn and Spring Term, children from Year 3 and Year 4 will all 

have yoga classes during the school day. This term she is also running an extra 

curricular Yoga Club for Year 4, 5 and 6.  

 

The feedback from the children and staff in Zephaniah and Curie Class has 

been brilliant, they are absolutely loving their new classes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information about Miss Yoga Emma’s company Kids Yoga Flo, click 

here to see the website.  

https://www.kidsyogaflo.com/


Musical Clifton 

As part of our ongoing curriculum development, we have been working on         

improving our music offer to children. We are excited to share with you that this 

academic year every child in the school is receiving music lessons taught by a 

music specialist.  

Nursery, Reception, Year 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 are all receiving music lessons taught 

by our specialist teacher Mr Thompson. He is new to Clifton this year and is        

already impressed with our children’s musical knowledge.  

Year 3 children are learning to play the Ukulele with Mr Gigante. Later on this 

term, the children will begin to take their Ukulele’s home so they can practice.  

We are also working with Tenebrae Choir for the final year of a three year pro-

ject. Tenebrae have worked with over 200 children from Clifton over the last 

three years and the project has really had a lasting impact on our children. This 

year they will be working with Year 4 and 5. Click here to find out more about 

the project. 

Tenebrae came to school this week to launch this years project by performing 

for children in assembly. All of the children were blown away by the power of 

their voices. They performed the Clifton School Song which was written by our 

Year 6s in January 2023. Click here to hear the song performed by our pupils 

and to watch the performance from earlier this week.  

 

https://www.tenebrae-choir.com/learning-connection/singing-schools
https://www.tenebrae-choir.com/learning-connection/singing-schools
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/school-song/


Clifton Wellbeing Fair 

The Mental Health and Wellbeing Team organised a Wellbeing Fair last Friday. 

We had a selection of tables to help inspire and teach children and families 

about ways to look after their wellbeing. These were linked to our Clifton Keys to 

Happiness.  

 

These included: 

• Oral Health    

• The Protein Munch  

• Healthy Smoothies 

• Let’s Leap 

• Skipping challenge 

• Healthy Food with  

Feeding Hungry Minds 

• Free Books 

• Henna 

• Music 

• Arts and Crafts  

 

 



 

 

Thank you so much to those 

families who attended and to 

staff and parents who helped 

with activities.  

 

It was a huge success! 



 

Optimistic October 2023 
 

Actions to help you focus on what really matters, take a look at October’s  
Wellbeing Calendar: 

 

 

 



 

Early Years Updates 

The first term at Clifton is always an exciting time with lots of big changes 
as our children learn new things and make new friends. 

Children thrive from routine and it’s even more important when they start 
school. Children will be physically and mentally tired after a day at school, 
and to help them concentrate and get the best from school, they need an 
established sleep routine so they wake up feeling refreshed. When they 
come home, give them time to relax, a snack such as a piece of fruit, then 
talk to them about the exciting learning they have been doing encouraging 
them to speak in a full sentence. 

Just a reminder to label everything as some of the children have already 
misplaced their jumpers. Also please send a coat as the weather is getting 
chilly and we play outdoors everyday as part of our learning.  

 

If you have any questions please speak to the class teacher at the gate. 

Best wishes from the EYFS team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some simple and fun child development activities to try at home: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people?dm_i=3YNL,YJVL,5T67PP,3F57A,1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people?dm_i=3YNL,YJVL,5T67PP,3F57A,1


School Website 

 

Our school website has such an extensive amount of information on it 

which we are constantly adding to. Please take your time to explore 

what we have available. https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/ 

 

Click the links below to be taken to some of the key pages.  

 

Curriculum 

Inclusion 

Safeguarding 

Medical  

School Policies 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Term Dates (also in this newsletter) 

School Uniform 

School Meals 

Online Safety for Parents/Carers 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

Parent and Carer Events 

 

All of the information on our website can be translated via google 

translate.  

https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/curriculum-1/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/inclusion/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/safeguarding/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/medical/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/policies/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/mental-health-and-wellbeing/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/term-dates/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/school-uniform/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/school-meals/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/online-safety-for-parentscarers/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/extra-curricular-clubs/
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/parent-and-carer-events/


Special School Lunch - Thursday 5th October 



 

Important Reminders and Messages 

Free School Meals for all Primary School 

Children from Sep 2023 

All children from Reception to Year 6 will receive 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS this academic year. 

This is funded by the Mayor of London. You do 

not need to do anything to claim this, just send 

your child to school and remind them to tell their 

teacher during the register.  

If your child has allergies or dietary restrictions, 

the kitchen team are able to cater for this. 

Please speak to the office who will help you to 

make an appointment with them.  

 

Walking to and from school alone 

Year 5 and Year 6 are able to walk home from 

school alone as long as you have given us permission.  

Here are some reminders for you to share with them: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s birthdays 

When it is children’s birthdays the school do not give out 

sweets, chocolate or cake due to food allergies and religious  

preferences. Children are able to come to school in their own 

clothes.  

GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) 

If you would like to learn more about how we collect, use and store your data please have a look on our GDPR website 

https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/general-data-protection-regulation/


Attendance and Punctuality 

The first days back really matter! 

 

Good school attendance is one of the main factors in determining your child's  

future and opportunities in life.  

Evidence from a recent report showed that children who miss days 2, 3 and 4 of 
the new term for unauthorised reasons had a predicted overall absence of al-
most 45%, or 31 days across the term, compared to children who missed days 
near the end of term, with a predicted overall absence of 20-30%. 

 
So, we ask all parents/carers to continue the excellent work you do each day to 
support children to attend from the first day of term. 

Pupils should be in school on time, all day, everyday, except when they are too 

unwell/sick to attend. NHS advices that it is fine to send children to school with 

minor coughs and colds: NHS advises  

Do NOT take your child out of school to go abroad for an extended holiday or 

leave of absence during term-time. All unauthorised absences will receive a 

penalty notice fine from Ealing Council. 

Guidance for parents on how to seek support with attendance challenges: 

Guidance for parents  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmNoaWxkcmVuc2NvbW1pc3Npb25lci5nb3YudWsvYmxvZy9sZXRzLWdldC1yZWFkeS1mb3Itc2VwdGVtYmVyLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkj
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5ocy51ay9saXZlLXdlbGwvaXMtbXktY2hpbGQtdG9vLWlsbC1mb3Itc2Nob29sLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vYXNzZXRzLmNoaWxkcmVuc2NvbW1pc3Npb25lci5nb3YudWsvd3B1cGxvYWRzLzIwMjIvMTIvYWFhLWd1aWRlLWZvci1wYXJlbnRzLW9uLXNjaG9vbC1hdHRlbmRhbmNlLnBkZj91dG1fbWVk


 

 

 

 

 

Ealing Schools Counselling Partnership 

The Ealing Schools Counselling Partnership has been established in your 

school for a number of years, to help support the emotional health and well-

being of our children, parents and staff.  Our Therapeutic Lead is                                     

Elita Bartholomew.    

ESCP’s other child therapist, Ros, provide one-to-one therapeutic support for 

some of our most vulnerable children. Lia also works with small groups of                     

children and offers workshops to parents and trainings to staff.  In addition to 

which: 

Pupil Drop-In: The Space – A Place to Talk 

We have a lunchtime drop-in every Wednesday called The Space for children 
who feel vulnerable in the playground or who have something that is concerning 
them. This is a place where they can come and talk alone or with a friend about 
their worries. Lia will help the child to talk through their concerns, listen to them 
and offer them strategies to help them work out what to do. To access The 
Space, a child can either self-refer by filling in one of our Space slips (found by 
one of our two mailboxes) or you can encourage them to drop in a slip if you 
think it would be helpful to talk to someone else. 
 
Parent Drop-In 
Lia offers a regular Parent Drop-In on Wednesday mornings between 9-10 am.  
This is a strictly confidential space, in which parents may discuss any concerns 
they have about their child(ren) and/or receive emotional support due to                        
difficulties that may be going on in their own life i.e. bereavement, separation, 
stress, anxiety, etc. Please encourage parents to make an appointment via 
email or phone (see below). 
 
Staff Drop-In 
Lia also offers a regular Staff Drop-In on Wednesday afternoons between 3:00-
4:00pm.  This space is also strictly confidential, in which staff members can                  
discuss concerns or difficulties they have with a child/ren. You can also use this 
space to explore personal challenges you may be experiencing and that you 
would like some emotional support. Please make an appointment via email, 
phone or find me in person. 
 
Elita Bartholomew  
Therapeutic Lead in Schools 



Coming Up at Clifton... 

Date Event 

6/10/23 Year 4 Curie Trip to Guildhall Roman Amphitheatre 

10/10/23 Year 2 Nightingale Trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum                                                    

- The Great Fire of London 

12/10/23 Year 2 Seacole Trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum                                                      

- The Great Fire of London 

13/10/23 Year 4 Darwin Trip to Guildhall Roman Amphitheatre 

18/10/23 Year 5/6 Prime VR History Workshops 

18/10/23 Year 3 Zephaniah Trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum - Stone Age Survival 

19/10/23 Year 6 Malala Class Assembly 

20/10/23 Year 3 Rowling Trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum - Stone Age Survival 

31/10/23 Year 3/4 Sportshall Athletics Competition  

2/11/23 Bullying Workshop for Parents/Carers  

3/11/23 Year 3/4 Southall Boys Football Competition 

8/11/23 Year 5 Mandela Class Assembly 

9/11/23 Year 5/6 Tag Rugby Competition 

10/11/23 Year 4 and Year 5 Cinema Trip (Vue, Shepherd's Bush) 

15/11/23 Year 5 Mandela Trip to National Portrait Gallery 

16/11/23 Year 5/6 Girl’s Football Competition 

21/11/23 Year 3 Cinema Trip (Cineworld, Hounslow) 

22/11/23 Year 5 Frank Trip to National Portrait Gallery 

23/11/23 Year 2 Cinema Trip (Watermans, Brentford) 

23/11/23 Year 4 Darwin Class Assembly 

23/11/23 Year 3/4/5/6 Boccia Competition 

27/11/23 Girl’s Football League Fixture 1 

30/11/23 Year 3/4/5 Gymnastics Festival 

1/12/23 Trip to see the England Lionesses vs Netherlands at Wembley Stadium  

4/12/23 Year 5/6 Boys Football League Fixture 1 

7/12/23 Year 5/6 Sportshall Athletics Competition 

8/12/23 EYFS Christmas Concert 

12/12/23 Year 3/4/5 Trip to The Beck Theatre to watch Beauty and the Beast                     

Pantomime 

13/12/23 and 

14/12/23 

KS1 Christmas Production 

14/12/23 Year 3/4/5/6 New Aged Kurling Competition 

14/12/23 Pupil Progress Meetings (Parent Meetings) 



 

School Readiness 
Session at Clifton 
Primary School ς

Toileting on 
Wednesday 4th

October 2023 at 
8:40am and 

12:25pm

Your healthcare closer to home

Discussion around 
toilet training and 

how to get children 
toilet trained. 

Discussion around 
children being 

independent and 
being able to clean 

and wipe themselves 
and wash their 

hands. 

Discussion around 
wetting, soiling and 

constipation. 

Discussion around 
encouraging children 

to be able to 
communicate their 

toileting needs.

School Readiness 
Session at Clifton 
Primary School ς
Help and self care 
skills on Thursday 

12th October 
2023 at 8:40am 
and 12:25pm

Your healthcare closer to home

Discussion around 
how to help 

encourage your child 
to dress and undress 

independently.

Discussion around 
oral health and 

registering with a 
dentist. 

Discussion around 
establishing routines. 

Discussion around 
toileting tips.

Discussion around 
meal times. 

Discussion around 
emotions and 

starting school.



Term Dates 2023-2024 
 

Autumn Term 2023 

Monday 4th September – INSET Day (School closed to pupils)  

Tuesday 5th September – INSET Day (School closed to pupils)  

Wednesday 6th September – Pupils Return to School  

Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October – Half Term  

Monday 30th October – Pupils Return to School  

Friday 15th December – Last Day of Term  

Monday 18th December – Friday 5th January – Christmas Holidays  

 

Monday 18th December – INSET Day (School closed to pupils)  

Tuesday 19th December – INSET Day (School closed to pupils)  

Wednesday 20th December - Occasional Day (School Closed)  

Thursday 21st December - Occasional Day (School Closed)  

 

Spring Term 2024 

Monday 8th January – Pupils Return to School  

Monday 12th February - Friday 16th February – Half Term  

Monday 19th February – INSET Day (School closed to pupils)  

Thursday 28th March – Last Day of Term  

Friday 29th March - Friday 12th April – Easter Holidays  

 

Summer Term 2024 

 Monday 15th April – Pupils Return to School  

Monday 6th May – Bank Holiday (School Closed)  

Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May – Half Term  

Monday 3rd June – Pupils Return to School  

Friday 26th July – Last Day of Term  

Monday 29th July – Occasional Day (School Closed)  



Special Educational Needs Information 

About the Local Offer 
 
The name 'Local Offer' is used to describe all the services and provision available to children 

and young people aged 0-25, and families 'locally' who are living with Special Educational 

Needs and Disability (SEND). 

The Local Offer website is a resource to help you understand what is  

available and how to access services and support. 

Ealing's Local Offer includes: 

• Early years and childcare  

• Links to SEND provision within all schools 

• Education, Health & Care (EHC) Assessment & Plan information 

• Health and wellbeing 

• Specific conditions 

• Short breaks 

• Money and benefits 

• Housing adaptations 

• Travel assistance 

• Preparing for Adulthood (inc. housing, employment, support 

• SEN Support for Education 

https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?

id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you concerned about your child's learning? If so please make an  

appointment to meet their class teacher to discuss what additional  

support can be put in place. For some children, they have additional  

Special Educational Needs which may mean they need teaching to be adapted. 

They may need some support from professionals such as  

Occupational Therapists or Speech and Language Therapists which we can help you 

with. We have an extensive Inclusion Team at Clifton which is lead by Miss                     

Corrigan.  

Please take a look at our Inclusion page to find out more: 

https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/inclusion/ 

https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.ealingfamiliesdirectory.org.uk/kb5/ealing/directory/advice.page?id=9RSLmWl34g0&localofferchannelnew=0
https://www.cliftonprimaryschool.com/inclusion/


 



 



 



Contact Ealing Termly Timetable 

Our Community Language workshop on  
Monday 2nd October at 10.30am at the Ealing 
Project, for Arabic, Farsi and  
Somali speaking families. Parents can book to 
attend here:  
https://forms.office.com/e/dJ4zb47DFc 

https://forms.office.com/e/dJ4zb47DFc


Your Local Area 


